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Whimsical worlds, fantastic creatures, kinetic sculptures: Anne Duk Hee
Jordan unfolds a multisensory parcours on the third and fourth floors of
KunstHausWien, a museum of Wien Holding, making the unknown and
invisible in nature visible. Starting from primordial times, when the first
life emerged, the scenery transforms into a magically fluorescent
underwater world full of wondrous creatures and diverse phytoplankton.
With this exhibition, specially developed for these spaces, the museum -
which focuses on the connection between art and ecology - underscores
the breadth and depth of this exploration.

“With her immersive, multisensory approach, Anne Duk Hee Jordan offers a new
perspective on complex biological interrelationships. The universe created by Duk Hee
at KunstHausWien shifis the focus of ecological considerations from humans to the
entire ecosystem of our planet, which urgently needs to be protected and preserved.
This creates an inspiring bridge from the romanticism of Friedensreich
Hundertwasser to contemporary engagement with climate issues,” says Gerlinde
Riedl, Director of KunstHausWien.
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Anne Duk Hee Jordan designs an artistic universe at KunstHausWien. Here,
marine life and oxygen atmosphere meet robotics and symbiosis; in
multimedia works, set above and below water, nature is never just a “feel-good
oasis,” but a dynamic ecosystem characterized by transience, utilization, fluid
sexual identity, and renewal.

The title of Anne Duk Hee Jordan’s first institutional solo exhibition in
Austria, The End Is Where We Start From, is taken from the poem Little
Gidding by T. S. Eliot.

On the 3rd floor of KunstHausWien, visitors enter an expansive water
landscape, where the use of mirrors creates a deceptively real fluid world.
Living beings and inanimate “robot animals” move here, they sing and dance -
including air plants hanging from wooden sculptures, or hermaphroditic snail
species gliding over roots and lava rocks in an aquarium near the entrance,
listening to the songs about Jeremy, the famous left-coiled vineyard snail.
Much darker and interspersed with volcanic landscapes, the earth forms along
the walls leading to the 4th floor. There, Anne Duk Hee Jordan’s auditory
installation Worlds Away allows the underwater world to be physically
experienced. From a gigantic mattress, one looks into a dark and at the same
time luminous world, where fantastic creatures shimmer psychedelically in
blue, violet, and green tones. As the human eye gradually adjusts to the new
color spectrum, it recognizes floating phytoplankton. Sounds of ships and the
singing of marine inhabitants become audible. Also shown on the 4th floor is
the multimedia installation Atmospheres of Breathing, consisting of a two-
channel video, a crab, a sea cucumber, a pneumatic machine, and a “singing
saw.” This refers to the mental and emotional space created in the human
body through conscious breathing. The breathing machine connected to a
deck chair, consisting of six inhaling blue balloons titled Don’t Panic, refers to
the 4-7-8 pranayama breathing technique in yoga, which slows the heartbeat
and brings the body into a state of calm and relaxation. The film close-ups of
Staying With The Trouble (a reference to Donna Haraway’s publication of the
same name) promote understanding and thus appreciation for the
connections and relationships between humans and nature. They show the life
of monarch butterfly caterpillars, which timely build cocoons, as well as that of
frogs, which were the first vertebrates to venture from water to land and have
since lived in both worlds. The camera then follows ants carrying leaves — up
to ten times their size - into their nest. The plant parts form the substrate for a
mushroom cultivation that serves as a food source for the ants and larvae.
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Curator Barbara Horvath: “4nne Duk Hee Jordan combines scientific insights with
poetic imagination, linking organic nature with romantic technology, merging the
human with the non-human, and thus creating an artistic universe imbued with a
profound sensitivity to ecological and social issues. Duk Hee’s works shift the focus
from humans to the entire ecology of our planet, which urgently needs to be protected
and preserved.”

Anne Duk Hee Jordan allows us to experience the world from both a micro
and macro perspective. To this end, Duk Hee designs scenarios and works
with sculptural, biological, and kinetic elements to address an environment in
flux, where humans and non-human beings can develop together. The End Is
Where We Start From is conceived as an exhibition like a meditation,
encouraging reflection on the cyclical nature of life by showing that every end
is also a new beginning.

Anne Duk Hee Jordan on her project at KunstHausWien: “We are closely
connected with everything around us, and to truly understand ecology, we must think
in continuous cycles. We should not place ourselves above others but recognize that all
living organisms are equal. Without them, we would not exist. Symbiosis is the key. If
we understood what it means to live in symbiosis with a worm, we would also
understand how to treat the land and soil. We would probably stop doing all these silly
things, like weeding because its sight bothers us. We would likely allow more diversity
in the field instead of growing just one crop and thereby killing the soil. We would have
moist skin and move without eyes and limbs. We live on a very old, grumpy, and fragile
planet, and we are only a small part of its history.”

As the first Green Museum, KunstHausWien follows the vision of its founder
Friedensreich Hundertwasser and examines the relationship between humans,
art, and ecology. With the exhibition by Anne Duk Hee Jordan, the exhibition
house takes a new path and emphasizes the interactions of various forms of
being.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Anne Duk Hee Jordan was born in Korea in 1978 and lives and works in Berlin.
She studied at the Kunsthochschule Berlin-Weiffensee and subsequently
completed a Masters in Fine Arts with Olafur Eliasson at the Institute for
Spatial Experiments in Berlin. Anne Duk Hee Jordan is Professor of Digital
Media Art at the Hochschule fiir Gestaltung Karlsruhe.

Solo and group exhibitions (selection) Canal Projects, New York (2024, in
preparation); I will always weather with you, The Bass, Miami Beach, Florida
(2023/2024); Liquid Intelligence, Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza,
Madrid (2023); Re/Sisters. A Lens on Gender and Ecology, Barbican Art
Gallery, London (2023); Worlds Away, Alexander Levy, Berlin (2023); 1.5
Degrees, Kunsthalle Mannheim (2023); Soft and Weak Like Water, 14. Gwangju
Biennale (2023); I must transform myself into a life-form that can exist on this
planet, HEK - House of Electronic Arts, Basel (2023); Brakfesten / La Grande
Bouffe, with Pauline Doutreluingne, Baltic Art Centre and Public Art Agency
Sweden, Gotland (2022); Making Kin 3. 0, KIOSK, Ghent (2021); Down to Earth,
Gropius Bau, Berlin (2020); Forces Times Distance - On Labour and its Sonic
Ecologies, Sonsbeek (2020); Ziggy goes wild, Kunstverein Arnsberg (2019);
International Biennale of Contemporary Art in Riga (2018).
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LIST OF WORKS IN THE EXHIBITION

So long, and thank you for all the fish, 2023-2024
Site-specific pond installation (adaptation)
Variable dimensions

Barnacle, 2023
Bicycle tube, wood, aluminum, motors,
52 x26 x30 cm

Left Crab Arm, 2023
Aluminum, motors, 40 x 20 x 40 cm

Right Crab Arm, 2023
Aluminum, motors, 40 x 20 x 40 cm

The Goddess of the Sea, 2023
Algae, aluminum, motors, LEDs, 45 x 45 x 32 cm

Octopus Garden, 2023
Octopus finger, rubber octopus, can, LEDs, 20 x 20 x 20 cm

Ordinary clones, 2023

5 stainless steel kidney trays, 5 mini silicone brains, tubes, motors, LEDs
Brains each 7,5 x 6,5 cm

Kidney trays each 30,9 x 14,9 x 5,9 cm

Slippy slimy slug slut (Dedicated to Jeremiah the left-coiled snail), 2024
Aquascape, various plants and snails, silica sand, 188 x 320 x 90 cm

The Birth of Jeremiah, 2024

The Adventures of ..., 2024

Snail’s Serenade, 2024

Composing and Vocals: Sasha Perera

Text / Lyrics: Anne Duk Hee Jordan

In Auftrag gegeben von / Commissioned by Canal Projects, New York

I used to be van Mies #1-4, 2022-2024
MDF, neon paint, tillandsia, dimensions variable

The End Is Where We Start From, 2024
Printed TSC Voile, round steel, 250 x 5400 cm
The End Is Where We Start From, 2024
Wallpaper, Dimensions variable
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Worlds Away, 2022-2023

Eight-channel sound installation

Stage elements, mattresses, bass shaker, UV lights,
540 x 980 x 250 cm

Phytoplankton, 2022-2024
Neon ink on TCS Voile, Dimensions variable

Phytoplankton Sculptures, 2023
Transparent resin, acrylic paint, Dimensions variable

Clam Extravaganza, 2021
Gauze, acrylic, foam, plaster, 75 x 220 x 103 cm

Worlds Away, 2023
Archiv-Pigmentdruck auf Hahnemiihle Photo Rag Baryta, Rahmen aus
fluoreszierendem orangem Plexiglas, 124 x 240 cm

Worlds Away, 2023
Archival pigment print on Hahnemiihle Photo Rag Baryta, fluorescent orange plexiglass
frame, 124 x 240 cm

Atmospheres of Breathing, 2020-2021
Multimedia installation, Dimensions variable

Staying With The Trouble, 2019
Two-channel HD video, sound, color, 10 min. 54 sec.

Don’t Panic, 2020
Lounger, inflatable mattress, pneumatic systems, breathing machine, acrylic pedestal,
manual air pump, balloons, air hose, Dimensions variable

Singing Saw, 2018
Motors, mechanics, hand saw, wood, resin, 80 x 70 x 20 cm

I Am So Ashamed, 2020
Kinetic sculpture, PLA filament, LED strip, 30 x 60 x 50 cm

Sea Cucumber, 2020
Plaster, tadelakt, polishing soap, Punic wax, sodium silicate water glass, 70 x 70 x 180 cm
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PROGRAMME FOR THE EXHIBITION

Opening evening TUE, 10.09.2024, 17:30-22:00

17:30-18:30

Artist Talk Anne Duk Hee Jordan

With Anne Duk Hee Jordan & Christoph Platz-Gallus (Director, Kunstverein
Hannover)

19:00
Opening of the exhibition Anne Duk Hee Jordan. The End Is Where We Start
From

Public guided tours Anne Duk Hee Jordan

Every 2nd + 4th Sunday from September to January at 11:00 am
22.09.2024 /13.10.2024 / 27.10.2024 / 10.11.2024 / 24.11.2024 / 08.12.2024 /
22.12.2024

12.01.2025 / 26.01.2025

Language: DE

DIY station: Build your robot

SAT 14.09.2024, 10:30-13:30

First come, first served

In cooperation with Wunderwuzzi Roboter

Curator's Tour

With Barbara Horvath
THU 26.09.2024, 17:00-18:00
SAT 18.01.2025, 15:00-16:00
Langugae: DE

Workshop Forest in the Sky

With Artist Alex Franz Zehetbauer (in English)

SAT 28.09.2024, 14:00-17:30

SUN 29.09.2024, 14:00-17:30

Workshop exclusively on the wooded roof of the museum
Language: EN

Guided Tour Fascinating marine creatures
With Marine Biologist Bettina Riedel
WED 16.10.2024, 18:00-19:30
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Future Talk: Climate X Change
Climate, art & artificial intelligence
FRI15.11.2024, 18:00-19:30

In cooperation with the Kurier
Langugae: DE

Breath-Workshop & Meditation Discover the art of breathing
With Sabine Winkler & Philipp Sharma

WED 04.12.2024, 18:00-21:00

WED 15.01.2025, 18:00-21:00

In cooperation with Atem Yoga Awakeing

Guided Tour Earth Ages & Universe

With Evolutionary Biologist and Natural Philosopher Johannes Jager
WED 11.12, 18:00-19:30

Language: DE
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FACTS & FIGURES

Exhibition title The End Is Where We Start From
Exhibition dates 11.09.2024 - 26.01.2025
Venue KunstHausWien

Ausstellungsraume 3.&4. Stock

Artist Anne Duk Hee Jordan

Curator Barbara Horvath

Kuratorische Assistenz

& Ausstellungsmanagement Stephan Kuss

Exhibition management Ana Sanchez de Vivar

Art mediation Veronika Hackl, Isabella Petricek
Graphic CinCin Creative Studios
Exhibition graphic Rosebud

Campaign management Vicky Klug

Publication

Edited by Barbara Horvath, KunstHausWien GmbH

Contributions by Christoph Cox, Pauline Doutreluingne, Barbara Horvath,
Chus Martinez, Astrida Neimanis, Clara Runge, Ursula Strébele, James
Voorhies, and many more.

German/English; 208 pages, numerous colour illustrations, 19.5 x 26 cm,
paperback, Hirmer publishing house

ISBN 978-3-7774-4438-3

*to be published in September/October 2024

Tickets und Opening Hours

KunstHausWien. Museum Hundertwasser

Untere Weifdgerberstrafde 13, 1030 Wien

Daily open from 10 am to 6 pm

Full price ticket: 15 EUR

Annual ticket: 29 EUR

Further price information at: KunstHausWien Onlineshop
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https://www.kunsthauswien.com/en/visit/opening-hours-admission/

Presscontact

Alexandra Guth

Head of Communication

T: +431712 0491 - 43

M: +43 664 88218118

E: alexandra.guth@kunsthauswien.com

Irene Wolfram

Digital Communication & Assistance Press
T:+431712 04 91 - 41

M: +43 664 88218120

E: irene.wolfram@kunsthauswien.com

SUPPORTERS & PARTNERS

Xiane: W Stadt

mehr wien zum leben.

wenholiing ) Wien | ..

KunstHausWien is a company of Wien Holding and is supported by the
Cultural Department of the City of Vienna (MA 7).

WITH THE KIND SUPPORT OF:

s

[ CapP

www. leapsociety.org www.reefness.com

GENERAL PARTNER

EINE CHANCE LOTTERIEN

DEM GLUcK e gsterreichische
GEBEN

www.lotterien.at
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